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Canada

CDA: 35 million

UK: 64 million

US: 319 million

(The U.S. state of California has 38 million people)
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Canada’s Publishing Market

• More than 17,000 new titles are published each year
• Ebook sales have leveled off at aprox 17% of all sales
• Audiobook sales continue to grow.
• In 2015 56 million units were sold for $983.4 million. 
• In Canada, purchasing in-person remains the most popular way to 

buy a book, although online purchases have increased dramatically 
(45% in 2015).

• The average Canadian “reader” purchases 2.8 books each month.
• The most popular category purchased last year was Juvenile followed 

by non-fiction and then fiction. This was a rise in non-fiction and a 
decrease in fiction which can be attributed to the popularity of adult 
colouring books and The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up.



Canada’s Publishing Market

• More than 500 publishers – including Penguin Random House 
Canada, HarperCollins & Simon and Schuster.

• It is estimated that Penguin Random House Canada’s sales represent 
one third of the Canadian book market.

• Canada has one large chain book retailer (Indigo). It’s believed they 
control 50% of the book market. Amazon, Costco and Walmart are 
also key players in book sales.



Support for the Industry

• Foreign ownership rules (except when they are 
disregarded)

• Copyright legislation to protect authors (except when it 
doesn’t – and we will get to this)

• Federal and Provincial Funding Bodies and Government 
agencies which provide support to publishers and 
authors. (In this case it really does help.)



Income sources for authors

• Sales royalties (including advances)

• Reading and appearance fees

• Public Lending Right

• Grants (federal and provincial)
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Income sources for authors

• Copyright licensing (both direct and collective)



Author Earnings



Author Earnings

 average net income in 1998 was $11,712

 in 2014 this number has increased slightly to $12,879. 

 taking inflation into account (36.99% from 1998 to 2014) writers 
incomes in Canada have decreased 27%.

 Writers’ incomes in 2014 were:
 substantially below the poverty rate
 significantly below the average Canadian income of 

$49,000
 far, far below the average salary in the information and 

cultural industries ($60,011) 

 The combined income of the top 6% of professional writers 
(those who indicated writing is their primary occupation) totaled 
more than the income of all other professional writers combined.



And now we begin 
our cautionary tale.



Canadian Copyright

• Prior to 2012 Fair Dealing is Canada: for the purpose of 
research and private study.

• In 2012, with the passage of Bill C-11 this was expanded 
to: Fair dealing the purpose of research, private study, 
education, parody or satire does not infringe copyright



Canadian Copyright

Supreme Court of Canada (Alberta [Education] v Access Copyright) ruled that 
some incidental classroom copying of one or two pages to supplement 
instruction would be covered by educational fair dealing. 

The court did not provide guidelines or amounts for what could be interpreted 
as fair dealing going forward. It only ruled on the specifics of this case.

Immediately following the Court’s decision new “fair dealing guidelines” were 
published by the Association of Universities and Community Colleges (AUCC) 
and were widely adopted by schools across the country. 



Expanded fair dealing

These new “fair dealing” guidelines claim, essentially, 
the entire territory, that was previously licensed by 
Access Copyright, as fair dealing: 

• up to 10% of a published work

• entire chapters

• entire stories

• entire poems

• entire articles 

free to copy for use in educational course packs. 



Expanded fair dealing

Contrary to what was promised in testimony 

before House of Commons and Senate 

committees, both K-12 and post secondary 

institutions have moved away from licensing and 

now are claiming massive amounts of copying for 

free. Millions of books worth of copying is 

now done each year, for free.



Licensing losses

Source: analysis of Access Copyright annual reports 
and projections



Sales losses

• 27% decrease in K-12 book sales in 2013 (McGraw-Hill Ryerson publishers)

• 70% decrease in sales for a single, previously popular 
anthology between 2011 and 2013 (Broadview Press)  

• Single-copy orders on the increase (Broadview Press) 



PwC Study



Loss of Canadian Content

Key findings of PWC Study:

• Without licensing income many Canadian publishers will not only reduce their 
content output, but may choose to exit the educational publishing market.

• Creators have significantly lower incentives to create content for the 
educational publishing market, or, indeed, to remain in the education sector. 
As a result, we expect a reduction in the number of works and amount of 
Canadian content. 

Results:

• A $30 million loss per year to content producers in Canada. 





How did this happen?

Relentless lobbying

&

Really bad math



Where do we go from here?

Relentless lobbying 

& 

Accurate Math



Where do we go from here?

• Access Copyright v York University began this month.

• Work with government to find a way forward to ensure that writers are 
paid and that schools have access to high quality texts written by and 
for Canadians.

• Work with sector partners to ensure contract practices support authors.
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Thank you

Siobhan O’Connor
Associate Director


